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CIRCULAR LETTER, 


ELDers, MinisTERs, and MEsSENGERS 
OF THE NY BY 
BAPTIST CHURCHES, 
ifembled at BATTLE, in SUSSEX, the 7th. and 8th 


Days of Jux, 178;: (Maintaining the important 
Doctrines of three equal Perſons in the divine Eſſence 


eternal Life hereafter The original Guilt and Depra- 
vity of Mankind—Particular Redemption Free Ju- 
ſtification by the imputed Righteouſneſs of CHRIST 
alone—Efficacious Grace in Regeneration—The Per- 


Water Baptiſm, upon a perſonal Confeſſion of Faith in 
Cunlsr, and Repentance towards Gop, according to 


the primitive Mode and Diſcipline of the Chriſtian 
Church:) 


To the ſeveral Churches of CHRIST whom they repre- 
ſent, or have received Letters from, meeting at An- 
ford, Sandhurſt, Smarden, Tenterden, and Folkſlone, in 
KENT; Battle, Rotherfield, Bie, Weavelsfeld, and 
Lewes, in Sussæx: 


Beloved Brethren in the Lord, 
Bes concerned for your growth and eftabliſhment in 


the grace of God, we willingly embrace every opportu- 


are who feel the exceeding ſinfulneſs of fin; many perſons, yea 
many profeſſors ſpeak againſt ſin, while they . live under the 


becaufe they have not been convinced by the Spirit of God. 


and Spirit of God, not only mourns on account of his actual 


urſe- of the law, and in a loſt ſtate as to any thing that he can 


Eternal and perſonal Election to Holineſs here, and 


ſeverance of the Saints to Glory. Profeſſing likewiſe . 


nity for that end and purpoſe. We know that men in 
general will acknowledge that they are ſinners, but few there 
power of it, and never knew the deceitfulneſs of their hearts, 
But the real Chriſtian, who hath been convinced by the word 


ins, but alſo that he is a fallen creature, born in fin, and 
rought forth in iniquity, a child of wrath, and under the 
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do for himſelf; we may add, in a ſtate of condemnation and 
death through original ſin, that is, by Adam's diſobedience, 
whoſe fin is imputed to all his offspring (1.). We wiſh you 
to be well acquainted with theſe bible truths, for unleſs you 


are brought, by the teachings of the Spirit of God, to a ſee]. 


ing ſenſe of your undone, helpleſs and ruined ſtate, by natu:e 
and practice: we know from experience and the word of God, 
that you will not ſeek for a free ſalvation, in that way which 
the Lord directs, Alas! Man is fo far fallen from God, that 
he is not only unable to do any thing for his deliverance and 
ſalvation, but he is ſo blinded by fin and Satan, that he has no 
underſtanding in ſpiritual things; the natural man, ſays the 


apoſtle, recerveth not the things of the Spirit of Gd: for they ar- 


fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can he know them, becauſe they are 
ſpiritually diſcerned (2.). No wonder then that ſo many are 


dreaming of the doctrine of merit by the deeds of the law, but 
that no man is juſtified by the law, in the fight of God, is evi- 
dent: for, the juſt ſhall live by faith (3.). It is natural for 
men to ſeek juſtihcation by the deeds of the law: this was the 
miſtake of the Jews, and is the miſtake of every unconvertcd 
man (4), but if righteouſneſs come by the law, then Chriſt is dead 
in vain (5.): it men live and die under the notion of ſalvation 
by their works, they will periſh, for, by the deeds of the law 
there ſhall be no fleſh jw/tified in his fizht (6,). The natural, un- 
converted man is ſo ignorant of himſelf, and of the divine law, 
that he vainly thinks he can make himſelf righteous before God, 
which is abſolutely impoſſible (7.). The Lord Jeſus Chrilt 
calls ſuch perſons thieves and robbers (8.), and, as ſuch, they 


are in a dangerous condition, for as many as are of the works e 


the law, are under the curſe, for it is written, curſed is every on? 
that continueth not in all things which-are written in the book of th: 
law to do them (9.). | 

Men may appear to be very religious and ftrict in their pro- 
feſſion, yea, have much goſpel light in their heads, and yet be 
under he wrath of God, and the curſe of his law; no outward 


attainments can conſtitute us Chriſtians, for, except a man l. 


born of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom © 
God (1.). Except a divine change is wrought in the ſou], in 


- time, eternity will diſcloſe the awful miſtake of thouſands, for 


there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom in 
the grave, whither thou'goeſt (2.). Without this change here, 


there can be no well-grounded hope of happineſs hereafter : be- 


— ae * EY l 8 — 


(1. ) Rom. v. 18. (2.) 1 Gor. ii. 14. (3.) Gal. iii. 11. (4. ) Rom. x. 3. 
) Gal. ii. 21. (6.) Rom iii. 20. (J.) Job iv. 17. Rom. ix. 30,— 32 
) John X. 1. (9+) G tt; (2,) John ili. LD (2.) Eccl, ix. 10. 
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hald, now 15 the accepted time; Lebeld, now is the day of ſalva- 
tien(3.). We ſee the Jews could not enter into Canaan becauſe 
of unbelief (4.), and our Lord declares that he that believeth 
not ſhall be damned (5.); and he has alſo ſaid, J am the way, 
and the truth, and the life, no man cometh unto the Father but 
by me (6.). He is the only way to life and happineſs, What a 
zlorious ſavior do all thoſe find the Lord Jeſus to be, who have 
fled, by faith, for refuge, and have laid hold of the hope ſet 
before them in the gotpel! They are ſaying, Lord Jeſus! in- 
eres ſe cur faith. Faith is the gift of God, and it is encreaſed 
by him, through the preaching of tbe bleſſed goſpel, where the 
Lord Chriſt is ſet forth to the cye of faith, as the -God-man, 
fuil of grace and truth. Are you looking to the efficacious ſa- 
crifice of this adorable ſavior, who. his own ſelf, bare our fins 
in his own body on the tree, and, by whole ſtripes we are 


heated ? He was the lamb of God, ſhadowed forth by all thoſe - 


ſacrihces under the law, who alone taketh away the fins of the 
world. Goſpel miniſters are now preaching redemption thro” 
his blood, the forg veneſs of fins, according to the riches of his 
grace (7.): Mark this—according to the riches of his grace; as 
aul ailo ſays to Timothy, not according to our works, but 

according to his own purpoſe, and grace, which was given us 

in Chriſt Jefus, before the world began (8.). Here is a full, 

and everlaſting pardon, for ail your $4 through 'the precious 
WH b:0od of Chriſt, which cleanſeth us from all ſin, both original 
and actual (9.); it was for this end, that when the fulneſs of 
me was come, God ſent forth his ſon, made of a woman, 
made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, 
that we might receive the adoption of ſons (I.). 

O conſider theſe precious portions of God's word, and if the 
bleſſed Spirit gives you a right underſtanding, they will be a 
lweet cordial to your fainting ſouls; it is the pleafure of our re- 
deemer, as the great Phyſician, to heal every diſeaſe; but they 
that are whole, need not the Phyſician, but they that are 
lick: I came not to call the righteous, but finners to repen- 
tance (2.); his invitation is to every heavy laden ſinner, and 
he promiſes reſt to all that come to him ( 3.) : Let us labor, there- 
fore, to enter into that re/?, let any man fall after the ſame example 
of unbelief,, as the Iſraelites did in the Wilderneſs, for they could not 
enter into Canaan becauſe of unbelief (4.) May the Lord give faith 
where it is not, and increaſe it where it is]! The glorious Tri- 
- Wiity have engaged in covenant for our ſalvation, and it is ma- 
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Zo (3.) 2 Cor. vi. 2. (4.) Heb, iii. 19. (F-. Mark xvi. 16. (6.) John 1160. 


(7.) 
(2.) Mark ii. 17. (2.) Matt, xi. 28, 29. (4.) Heb. iv. 11. ili. 19. 
5 nifeſted 


) 
-) Eph.i.7. (8.) 2 Tim.i.g. (9.) 1 John i. 2. (I.) Gal. iv. 4. 
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nifeſted in the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; may the ever 
bleſſed Spirit manifeſt it to our hearts | that we may be enabled 
to believe the record that God hath given of his fon, that we 
may be found in him not having on our own righteouſneſ; 


which is of the law, but that which is through the. faith of 


Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of God by faith (5.) ! True 
faith finds a righteouſneſs ſet forth'in the promiſes of the po- 
ſpel, that exceeds the righteoutneſs of the ſcribes and phariſee;, 
and without which men ſhall in no caſe enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. Happy is that man to whom it is given in the be. 
half of Chriſt, to believe in his bleſſed name! He ſtands com- 
plete, and perfectly righteous in the imputed righteouſneſs of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: the Father hath acc-pted him in his be. 
loved Son, for of him, are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who, of God, is mad, 
unto us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, and redeni. 
tion (6.) ; therefore ye are complete in him (7.) ; mark that, -c. 
plete in him: Chriſt is all, and in all to the believer, God hath 
ſet forth his ſon to be a propitiation through faith -in his blood 
(8.). The bleſſed man, is he to whom God imputeth righte. 
ouſneſs without works, of whom he ſays, bleſſed are they whoſe 
iniquities are forgiven, and whoſe fins are covered (9.) Ve 
may then reaſon with the apoſtle, and ſay, where is boaſting 
then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? Nay, bu 
by the law of faith (1.). The Father is reconciled to the fin- 
ner, and he is freely juſtified through faith in the righteouſncſ 
of his Son. Thoſe who have learnt, through grace, that all 
fulneſs is treaſured up in Jeſus Chriſt, will ſeek for peace ant 
comfort in God's appointed way, which is, through faith in 
Chriſt; and they are learning the bleſſedneſs of living by faith 
on the Son of God, while the carnal, and ignorant world ar 
r with the vain allurements of time and ſenſe, 
The Chriſtian is dead to the world, and his affections are on 
things above, not on things on the earth (2.); he hath re. 
ceived the Spirit of the Lord, and where the Spirit of the Lori 
is, there is liberty. May it be our concern more and more, tt 
ſtand faſt in that liberty, th: t we may, with open face, behold 
as in a glaſs, the glory of the Jord, and be changed into the 
ſame image, from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of th 
Lord (3.)! Until men are mace new creatures in Chriſt Jeſu: 
and delivered from the law as a covenant of works, they cannt 
love God, nor render any acceptable obedience to him, . 
now, ſaith the apoſtle, we are delivered from the law, that bit; 


_ 


(.) Phil. in. 9. (6.) 1 Cor. i. 30. (7.) Col. ii. 10. (g.) Rom. in. 2: 
(9.) Rom. iv. 6, 7. (I.) Rom. iii. 27. (z.) Col. ii. 2. (3.) 2 Cor. ii 
17, 18. | ; 
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dead 


„ „ 


acad, wherein we were held, that we ſhould ſerve in newneſs of ſþi- 


"rit, and not in the oldneſs of the letter (4.). This is a glorious 


deliverance: a deliverance from the curſe and condemnation of 
the law, the wrath of God, and eternal death; neither ſhall 
fin have dominion over you, for ye are not under the law, but 
under grace (5.), 

Now we wiſh you to live under the ſweet influence of the 
grace of God, which teaches us, that denying ungodlineſs, and worldly 


luſis, we ſhould live foberly, righteoufly, and godly in this preſent 


world (6), We ſhall ever d.ſpair of your getting a victory over 

our ſins, ſo as to live to the glory of God, if you are not vi- 
tally united to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt (7.). Though the be- 
liever may have many enemies without and within, who are 
very ſkiltu] in the uſe of their arms; he is ever to remember 
that the captain of his ſalvation, hath overcome them all; and 
Paul ſays, we are more than conquerors through him that loved 
us. Don't forget that the conqueſt is through Chriſt, thy 
head, ever keep Chriſt in view, then you will find, with Paul, 
that you can do all things through Chriſt ſtrengthening you. 
And for your encouragement in this warfare, hear what the 
Lord of Hoſts ſays, Fear thou not, for I am with. thee; be not 
diſmayed, for I am thy Gd; I will! ftrengthen thee: yea, I will 
help thee: yea, I will uphold thee, with the right hand of my righte- 
ouſneſs (8.). I am thy God! This is a glorious diſcovery : his, 
as choſen in Chriſt before the foundation of the world (9.), and 
there, and then bleſſed with all ſpiritual bleſſings, in heavenly 
places in Chriſt, If we live in the enjoyment of theſe bleſlings, 
what cauſe have we to bleſs, and praiſe God, for an experience 
of his love and grace, manifeſted to us through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord | May we receive that exhortation, which our Lord gave 
to his diſciples, In this rejoice not, that the ſpirits are ſubject unto 
you; but rather rejoice, becauſe your names are written in hea- 


ven (1.) We wiſh to be inſtrumental, ir the hand of God, in 


bringing you more and more from righicous, and ſinful ſelf; 


theſe are two great evils . e world, which have proved the 


ruin of thouſands, and of tens of thouſands. We know no 
way to ſave you from theſe evils, but to point you to the Lord 
jeſus Chriſt, who is able, and willing to ſave; look unto me, 
and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the earth; for I am God, and 
there is none elſe 2.). The goſpel received under the teaching 
of the Spirit of God, will bring men off from errors; how of- 
ten are the dear children of God, miſled, and caſt down, by 
not looking more to the finiſhed work of the ſon of God! 


Pe i. . 


(4.) Rom. vii. 6. (5. ) Rom. vi. 14. (6.) Tit. ii. 11, 12. (7. ) Rom. vii. 4. 
(8.) Ila. xli. 10. (9. ) Eph.i. 4. (.). Luke x. 20. (z.) Iſa. xlv. 22. 
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While we are viewing the bleſſed Jeſus in the promiſes, we are, 
with joy, drawing water, out of the wells of ſalvation, If 
you are wiſhing (as we hope you are) to be more happy, and to 
enjoy more of the peace of God in your Conſciences, remem- 
ber that Chriſt is your peace, and you cannot enjoy it, but as 
you receive it, by faith, out of his fulneſs3.). 
We can never be ſufficiently thankful for the bleſſings of 
ere and for the riches of the free grace of God; yet it 
becomes the Chriſtian well to give thanks for all things, 
unto. God the Father, in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chiift. 
The more we know of-redeeming love ſhed abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy Ghoſt, the more we ſhall love God, It is neceſ- 
ſary that we know him as one God and Father, reconciled to 
us through Chriſt; then from a principle of love to him as 
ſuch, we ſhall walk in his ways, and ſhew forth the praiſes of 
him, who hath called us out of darkneſs into h's marvellous 
light (4.). May the Lord daily ſtrengthen you, that you may 
go on rejoicing in his love! Fear not the difficulties you find 
in the way, but go ferward, for there is therefore now no con- 
demnation to them who are in Chrift Jeſus, who walk, not 
after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit (5.). Caſt thy burden upon 
the Lord, and he ſhall ſuſtain thee; he will never ſuffer the 
righteous to be moved. Be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might. He wiil bring thee on thy way, and lead 
thee in the paths of righteouſneſs, for his name's fake, He will 
bring thee ſafe tnrough all thy trials, to the end of thy jour- 
ney; therefore be careful to give him all the glory of keeping 
thee; his promiſe is made to confirm thy faith in thy perſe- 
verance. Theſe, with many more, are the privileges of them 
that believe in Jeſus, and rejoice in his free ſalvation, Beloved 
| brethren, we now commend you to him, who is able to keep you from 
falling, and to preſent you faultleſs befere the preſence of his glory 
qguith exceeding joy. AMEN. 


THOMAS PURDY, MoDERATOR., 


(3-) Col. ii. 6, 7, (4+) 1 Pet. ii. 9. (5. ) Rom. viii. 1. 
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ON Tueſday the 7th of June, 1785, the aſſociated Miniſter 
and Meſſengers met, at three o'clock in the afternoon, when 

our brethren C/:fford and Spilſted ſucceeded each other in prayer 
—Brother Purdy was choſen Moderator—W ho immediatel 
read the preliminaries of the Aſſociation— The Church at 
Lewes was admitted as a branch of the Aſſociation, upon a 
condition, which has fince been complied with Letters 
from the ſeveral churches were read, which contained accounts 
of a large increaſe, and an univerfal harmony in the body of 
Chriſt, The church at Battle returned their thanks to the 
Aſſociation for their advice laſt year reſpecting their Paſtor, 
which advice has been eviden:ly followed with a divine bleſ- 
ling. The church at Smarden alſo returned thanks to the. ſe- 
veral churches for the aſſiſtance they received by their miniſters 
the laſt year. Concluded in prayer by the Moderator. 

Public worſhip began at ſever clock Brother Midaleton 
prayed Brother Humphrey preached from Tit. ii. 14.—And 
concluded in prayer, 


Wedneſday morning met again at fix o'clock. Our brethren 
Tomfitt, Fuller, and Milliams, prayed, ——The requeſt from 
Aſhford reſpecting the diviſion of the Aﬀociation was confidered, 
and it was the opinion of the majority that the uſual plan was 
moſt advantageous. Brother Ruſſell who had been deputed 
to draw up the circular letter, read the fame, which was unani= 
mouſly approved, and agreed to be printed. Concluded in 
prayer by the Moderator. | x. 1 

Public worſhip began at ten clock. Brother Rae ptayed, 1 
Brother Atwood preached from 1 Thefl. v. 25. Brother 4 
Booker prayed. Brother Copping preached from Eph. v. 1, 17 
Concluded in prayer by Brother Lloyd. T7 

Met again at four o'clock in the afternoon to conelude the buſts 
neſs of the Aſſociation. Brother Finn prayed, A letter ta 
the church at Lewes was read, approved, and ſigned by the Mo- 
derator, Agreed to obſerve the it Wedne/day in November 
next, as a day of faſting and prayer. Agreed alſo to recome 


mend to parents the catechiſing of their children, and a care of [ | 
their morals, | 
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A to hold the next Aſſociation at Foll/one, the fir}? 
7 and Wedneſday in Fune, 786. Put up at the Roſe, — 
Rrother Middleton, and Brother Lloyd, to preach—In cafe of 
failure, Brother Williams, and Brother Vidlur. The aſſembly 
was then diſmiſſed in prayer by the Moderator. 
We have great reaſon to be very thankful for the evident, and 
cious 2 of our God in all our aſſemblies, for the peace 
d harmony of all our churches, and for the increaſe of Zion. 
»—PEACE be within her walls, and PROSPERITY in her palaces ! 
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